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Hosea Parable

There was once a man who, while walk-
ing along a path, fell into a hole and 
could not get out. The harder he tried 

the deeper the hole got.
A doctor came along the path and the 

man said, “Help me! I fell into this hole 
and I can’t get out.” The doctor wrote out 
a prescription with some advice and threw 
it down into the hole and continued along 
the path.

A priest came along and the man said, 
“Please help me, I’m stuck in this hole.” 
The priest said some words and wrote out a 
prayer and threw it down into the hole and 
continued on.

Finally a friend came along the path and 
the man said, “Please help me! I’ve fallen in 
this hole and I can’t get out no matter how 
hard I try!”

The friend immediately jumped down 
in the hole with him. The man said, “What 
are you, crazy? Now we are both in this 
hole together!” But the friend said, “Yes, 
but I’ve been here before and I know the 
way out.”

Moral? It doesn’t take experts to help you 
out of the hole you find yourself in. What it 
takes is someone who has been there before 
and knows the way out.

What equals 100%? What does it mean to give MORE than 100%? Ever wonder 
about those people who say they are giving more than 100%? We have all been 
in situations where someone wants you to give over 100%. How about achieving 

101%? What equals 100% in life? Here’s a little mathematical formula that might help you 
answer these questions.

If: A— Z is represented as the numbers: 1—26,
Then: H-A-R-D-W-O-R-K is: 8+1+18+4+23+15+18+11 = 98%
and K-N-O-W-L-E-D-G-E is: 11+14+15+23+1 2+5+4+7+5 = 96%
But, A-T-T-I-T-U-D-E is: 1+20+20+9+20+21+4+5 = 100%
AND, look how far the love of God will take you:
L-O-V-E-O-F-G-O-D 12+15+22+5+15+6+7+15+4 = 101%
Therefore, one can conclude with mathematical certainty that: While Hard Work and 

Knowledge will get you close, and Attitude will get you there, it’s the Love of God that 
will put you over the top!

101%

Acting the Fool

Have you ever met someone that the 
word humble or meek does not come 
to mind when you think of them? We 

are all equal in the eyes of God because all 
have sinned (Romans 3:23). Jesus came to 

save the lost and we all are lost 
since all have sinned. (Luke 
19:10). So it stands to reason 
that we are all equal in God’s 
eyes and it is foolish to think 
you are better than anyone else. 
You just can’t seem to tell a fool 
anything because his mind is set 
right from the get-go. It is not 
only an attribute of immaturity 
to not be able to take construc-
tive criticism in life, it is down 
right foolish. A fool often can’t 
seem to learn because he just 
plain does not listen. Sound like 
someone you may know, maybe 

even yourself?  I know I can be prone to act 
a fool when I fail to think.
 “The way of a fool seems right to him, but 
a wise man listens to advice” (Proverbs 
12:15).

— Robert L. Johnson II

Helping Hands of Grace
For joys and tears, you’ve

been there through the years,
with helping hands of grace.

For kisses and hugs, watching me
catch those lightning bugs,

with helping hands of grace.
For all the meals, and putting

band-aids on my wounds to heal,
with helping hands of grace.

For helping me with what I didn’t know,
and sitting through all my TV shows,

with helping hands of grace.
For Christmas Eve night,

going to church to sing ‘Silent Night”,
with helping hands of grace.

I miss you now and I’ll miss you then,
for now is your time

with us to end. Go be with God
with helping hands of grace.

-Ellis Robinson FDCF
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Memory Verses:
I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me.  Philippians 4:13

I am the vine, you are the branches;he 
who abides in me and I in him, he bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing.  John 15:5
Jesus wept.  John 11:35

There is an appointed time for everything.  
And there is a time for every event under 

heaven.  Ecclesiastes 3:1

Enjoying God’s Creation
God: Frank, you know all about gardens and nature. What in the world is going on down there? 

What happened to the dandelions, violets, thistle and stuff I started eons ago? I had a 
perfect no maintenance garden plan. Those plants grow in any type of soil, withstand 
drought and multiply with abandon. The nectar from the long lasting blooms attract but-
terflies, honey bees and flocks of songbirds. I expected to see a vast garden of colors by 
now. But all I see are these green rectangles.

St. Francis: It’s the tribes that settled there, Lord. The Suburbanites. They started calling your 
flowers “weeds” and went to great lengths to kill them and replace them with grass.

God; Grass? But it’s so boring. It’s not colorful. It doesn’t attract butterflies, birds and bees, 
only grubs and sod worms. It’s temperamental with temperatures. Do these Suburbanites 
really want all that grass growing there?

St. Francis: Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it and keep it green. They begin 
each spring by fertilizing grass and poisoning any other plant that crops up in the lawn.

God: The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow really fast. That must make 
the homeowners happy.

St. Francis: Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little they cut it, sometimes twice a 
week.

God: They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay?
St. Francis: Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in bags.
God: They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it?
St. Francis: No Sir. Just the opposite. They pay to throw it away.
God: Now let me get this straight They fertilize grass so it will grow. And when it does grow, 

they cut it off and pay to throw it away?
St. Francis: Yes, Sir.
God: These earthlings must be relieved in the summer when we cut back on the rain and turn 

up the heat. That surely slows the growth and saves them a lot of work.
St. Francis: You aren’t going to believe this Lord. When the grass stops growing so fast, they 

drag out hoses and pay more money to water it so they can continue to mow it and pay 
to get rid of it.

God: What nonsense. At least they kept some of the trees. That was a sheer stroke of genius, 
if I do say so myself. The trees grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and shade 
in the summer. In the autumn they fall to the ground and form a natural blanket to keep 
moisture in the soil and protect the trees and bushes. Plus, as they rot, the leaves form 
compost to enhance the soil. It’s a natural circle of life.

St. Francis: You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn a new circle. As soon as 
the leaves fall, they rake them into great piles and pay to have them hauled away.

God: No. What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the winter and to keep the soil 
moist and loose?

St. Francis: After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy something which they call 
mulch. They haul it home and spread it around in place of the leaves.

God: And where do they get this mulch?
St. Francis: They cut down trees and grind them up to make the mulch.
God: Enough. I don’t want to think about this anymore. St. Catherine, you’re in charge of the 

arts. What movie have they scheduled for us tonight?
St. Catherine: Dumb and Dumber, Lord. It’s a real stupid movie about....
God:Never mind, I think I just heard the whole story from St. Francis.

There is Hope
I thought that I could handle things on my own.
I was proven wrong when my actions were shown.
There is a spirit inside of me that dwells deep within
The unfound barrier that has no end.
I’m talking about the guy that chooses to sin.
He’s not aware of what he’s got,
Allowing himself to be fooled by the devil’s plots.
Take a shot, experience and explore,
‘Till you finally can’t seem to take any more.
You still don’t know what life has in store,
Until you let the guy in that’s knocking at the door.
You do your part, He does His,
Jesus Christ loves his kids!

— Nathan D. McLaughlin, FDCF

Dear God,
Please forgive me, for this I humbly pray,
My days are forever filled with darkness
Please Lord guide my way
For Jesus is my savior
Through him I confess my sin
No longer afraid of this spiritual battle
My Savior will always win
As I bow my head and close my eyes
A tear slides down my cheek
Remembering all the times he’s made me
Strong when I was feeling weak
Please God forgive me for the pain
That I’ve caused to the ones that I love
I know my savior has forgiven me
He sent me a blessing today
A mother’s unconditional love.

-— Bobby Dixon FDCF

Singing Praise
Lord, I come to you with my hands
held high, and mouth opened wide. 
Lord, I love you, as you once loved me. 
Lord, I give you my life like you gave me Christ.
Lord, I pray that I know you for the rest of my days.
Lord, I pray that you guide me to your gates.
For I am a sinner who is lost
I am blind, for only you I see. 
I am weak, but you make me strong.
I once cursed, now you’ve cleansed my mouth.
I know not what I do, unless I walk for you. 
Lord, I needed and you gave to me. 
Lord, I was lost and you showed me the way. 
Lord, I was a prisoner, but you set me free. 
Lord, for you I live the last of my days.
Until Christ comes and shows his face, 
I will sing in praise. 

— Richard Strum 7/02/06 FDCF
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Pastoral Resumé

A certain church found itself suddenly 
without a pastor, and a search com-
mittee was formed. In due course it 

received a letter from a man applying for 
the vacant position. The committee chair-
man read:

“I am considered to be a good preacher, 
and I have been a leader in most of the places 
I have served. I have also done some writing 
on the side.

“I am over 50 years old, and while my 
health is not the best, I still manage to get 
enough work done to please any parish.

“As for references, I am somewhat hand-
icapped. I have never preached anywhere 
for more than three years. And most of the 
churches I have preached in have been small, 
even though they were located in rather large 
cities. I had to leave some places because 
my ministry caused riots and disturbances. 
Even where I stayed, I did not get along too 
well with other religious leaders, which may 
influence the kind of references these places 
will supply. I have also been threatened and 
physically attacked. I have even gone to jail 
several times for my preaching.

“I am not particularly good at keeping 
records. I have to admit I don’t even remem-
ber all those whom I’ve baptized. However, 
if you can use me, I should be pleased to be 
considered. I feel sure I can bring vitality to 
your church.”

When the chairman finished reading the 
letter, the committee members were aghast. 
How could anyone think that a church like 
theirs would consider a man who was noth-
ing but a troublemaking, absentminded, ex-
jailbird? What was his name? “Well,” said 
the chairman, “the letter is signed Paul.”

— Quoted by Richard N. Bolles in 
Reader’s Digest

October 7&8, 2006
Join us on Oct 7 at NCCF and Oct 8 at FDCF 
for nine laps around the yard to raise funds to 
alleviate world hunger. Watch for details.

Cell Phone vs Bible
What would happen if we treated 

our Bible the way we treat our 
cell phone?

What if we carried it around in our purses 
or pockets? What if we turned back to go get 
it if we forgot it? What if we flipped through 
it several times a day? What if we used it to 
receive messages from the text?

What if we treated it as if we couldn’t 
live without it? What if we gave it to kids 
as gifts? What if we used it as we traveled? 
What if we used it in case of emergency? 
What if we upgraded it to get the latest ver-
sion? Does this make you go, “Hmm, where 
is my Bible?” One more thing: unlike our 
cell phone, we don’t ever have to worry 
about our Bible being disconnected because 
Jesus has already paid the bill!
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Worship & Bible Study
FDCF Fort Dodge

7:00pm Wednesdays .....Holy Communion
6:30pm Fridays ....... Prayer & Bible Study

NCCF Rockwell City
6:30pm Tuesdays .... Prayer & Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays .........Holy Communion

Articles invited

The editor of this newsletter is inviting  
ALL READERS to contribute ar- 
ticles, poetry, art work, and opinions 

for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

Check Them Out!

The Church of the Damascus Road Librar-
ians are inviting you to come to the cha-
pel (MPR 23), and “check out” the books 

in our library! There are many genres of books 
to choose from! We hope to see you there!

Charles Miller FDCF 2006

Brand of Shame?

Two brothers were convicted of steal-
ing sheep and were branded on the 
forehead with the letters ST for 

“sheep thief.”  One brother, unable to bear 
the stigma, tried to bury himself in a foreign 
land. But men asked him about the strange 
letters. He wandered restlessly and at length, 
full of bitterness, died and was buried in a 
forgotten grave.

The other brother said, “I can’t run away 
from the fact that I stole sheep. I will stay 
here and win back the respect of my neigh-
bors and myself.” As years passed he built 
a reputation for integrity.

One day a stranger saw the old man with 
the letters branded on his forehead. He asked 
a native what they signified. “It happened 
a great while ago,” said the villager. “I’ve 
forgotten the particulars, but I think the let-
ters are an abbreviation of Saint.”

— Macartney’s Illustrations

Just for Today, Lord

I will live through the next 12 hours and 
not try to tackle all of life’s problems 
at once.
I will improve my mind. I will learn 

something useful. I will learn something that 
requires effort, thought and concentration.

I will be agreeable. I will look my best, 
speak in a well-modulated voice, be courte-
ous and considerate.

I will not find fault with a friend, rela-
tive or colleague. I will not try to change or 
improve anyone but myself.

I will have a program. I might not follow 
it exactly, but I will have it. I will save myself 
from two enemies—hurry and indecision.

I will do a good turn and keep it a secret. 
If anyone finds out, it won’t count.

I will do two things I don’t want to do, 
just for the exercise.

I will believe in myself. I will give my 
best to the world and feel confident that the 
world will give its best to me.

— Author Unknown

Love Commandment

He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them he it is that loveth me ; 
and he that loveth me shall be loved 

by my Father and I will love him, and and 
will manifest myself in him. Jesus answered 
and said unto him, if a man loveth me, he will 
keep my words: and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him (John 14:21-23 KJV).

What are Jesus’ commandments? That 
we love the Lord our God with all our heart, 
soul, body, and strength, and love our neigh-
bor as ourselves (Mark 12:30-31).

The word of God says that love is fulfill-
ing the law (Romans 13:10).

God is love! When we walk in love, we 
walk in his realm, his very nature compels 
him to care for us and protect us.

 God is love! He knows how to give us 
the good things in life far better than we 
could for ourselves! All we have to do is ask 
(Matthew 7:11).

How many parents want their children 
to go through life poverty-stricken, nose to 
the grindstone, sick, afflicted, downtrodden, 
downcast, down and out?

 That should make you excited! Know 
that God wants what is good for us; “pros-
perity, health, wholeness” And will give 
it if we ask!

— Willam E Bell, FDCF 

Living in  ‘06
You know you’re living in 2006  when... 
  1. You accidentally enter your password 

on the microwave. 
  2. You haven’t played solitaire with real 

cards in years. 
  3. You have a list of 15 phone numbers to 

reach your family of 3. 
  4. You e-mail the person who works at 

the desk next to you. 
  5. Your reason for not staying in touch 

with friends and family is that they 
don’t have e-mail addresses. 

  6. You go home after a long day at work 
and you still answer the phone in a 
business manner. 

  7. You make phone calls from home and 
you accidentally dial “9” to get an 
outside line. 

  8. You’ve sat at the same desk for four 
years and worked for three different  
companies. 

10. You learn about your redundancy on 
the 11 o’clock news. 

11. Your boss doesn’t have the ability to 
do your job. 

12. You pull up in your own driveway and 
use your cell phone to see if anyone 
is home. 

13. Every commercial on television has a 
website at the bottom of the screen. 

14. Leaving the house without your cell 
phone, which you didn’t have the first 
20 or 30 (or 60) years of your life, is 
now a cause for panic and you turn 
around to go and get it. 

15. You get up in the morning and go on-
line before getting your coffee. 

16. You start tilting your head sideways to 
smile. :) 

17. You’re reading this and nodding and 
laughing. 

18 . Even worse, you know exactly to  
whom you’d like to forward this mes-
sage. 

19. You are too busy to notice there was 
no #9 on this list. 

20. You actually scanned back up to check 
that there wasn’t a #9 on this list. 


